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further from his thoughts. The coming into the
world of this great-grandchild brought to a close
the days of joy and prosperity. Henceforth there
began a cycle of disasters. The storm was about
to break on Versailles and lay it waste. Soon the
gaps would multiply and death would leave the
Roi Soleil in lonely isolation. His heart would
be broken by the losses of what he cherished most.
Of all his hopes, all his projects so lovingly con-
ceived, nothing would remain. The great voice of
Bossuet, some years silenced, alone could have
drawn the lesson from such experiences borne with
courage and resignation.

So nothing destined Louis XV, born at the
cross-roads, to a premature reign. It needed
unforeseen and cruel events to reveal the turn in
his fortunes. His eyes opened on a dying world;
the elder whose care encompassed him was to
descend too soon to the grave; he would not be
able to recall his appearance, but in his heart
would remain veneration for that king whose
virtues he desired to possess but never attained.
The misfortunes which afflicted the royal family
were to influence his mind and his intelligence.
He was their victim and bore their mark. To try
to explain the different aspects of so complex a
character without giving prolonged attention to
the conditions which favoured the development
of that character would involve countless mistakes.

Louis XV owed much to his parents; surrounded
by their care he should have been free from the
passions and the faults which marred his character.